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are available for all of Syria, including Palestine, and
these together with the Old Testament and the new Baby-
lonian records, which come down to the fall of Babylonia
in 539 b.c. bring the story of Syria and Palestine down
to the period of the Persian invasion.
Extensive and systematic excavations, like those which*
have been conducted in Egypt and Mesopotamia, have
not yet been undertaken in Syria and Palestine.   Eenan
many years ago explored Phoenicia, and published a num-
ber of interesting monuments of that country, but carried
on no extensive excavations.   The Palestine Exploration
Fund has made small excavations at several sites in the
Holy Land, Harvard University has had considerable
success on a small scale at Samaria, and just before the
war the British Museum was beginning an important in-
vestigation at the old Hittite site of Carchemish on the
Syrian side of the Euphrates; but most of the sites of
great antiquity in Syria are still waiting to be examined.
There are hosts of places any or all of which might yield
monuments or documents of the highest value to the his-
torian and the archaeologist.    Kadesh, now Tell Nebi
Mindo, in northern Syria is a site marked as an impor-
tant city in some of the early Egyptian inscriptions, and
was later one of the capitals of the Hittites.  Here is now
a gigantic mound, wholly artificial, which has never been
touched by the spade.   The river valleys and plains of
northern Syria are strewn with larger and smaller arti-
ficial mounds each of which marks the site of a Syrian
town of the Babylonian, Egyptian or Hittite period, as
we know from Babylonian seals, Egyptian scarabs and
Hittite fragments that are found by the present inhabi-
tants from time to time.   Yet little or nothing is known
of the native arts of Syria, and no native inscriptions
have been brought to light.   Here is a vast nnworked
field for archaeological research, the results of which
should throw much-songht-f or light upon the history of a

